26	THE FOUNTAIN	,
"No. I play picquet with Grove in die evenings. You
can pay me rent if you like. Pay it in kind. Keep the map
up to date for me. Make that your job." He rose, stared
at the map, uprooted a pin and allowed a bight of green
wool to drop over the bedrail. Suddenly, in an outburst
of irritation, he dragged all the wool into his hands; it hung
from him, the pins glistening. "You start afresh. I can't
do anything right these days.  Then, in his old voice, prim
and regulated, he said: "You can turn the lady face down-
wards if she disturbs the contemplative life. . . . Though
she knew a bit about it	" And he added, as though an-
swering a question: "She died at Benares. When you've
done, you might stand her up again. And do you mind not
smoking in here? I never smoke where I sleep."
In the weeks that followed, Lewis was happy as he had
not been since childhood. It seemed that the world had
indeed ceased its concern with him.
Day after day, reading at Jedwell's table or watching
from the ramparts winter's stubborn decline, he allowed
the idea of his own book to grow unforced within him. He
was not impatient, for the history was not to him an end
in itself but the symbol of a way of life, a means of dis-
ciplining and £o-ordinating it. The completed work did
not appear as a prize that should urge him to present
anxiety but as the labour of the man he must study to be-
come, and the end, being so far off, seemed scarcely to be
of this world*
The form of the book must be historical, following the
development of spiritual concepts in England since the
Renaissance and relating them with the philosophies of a
remoter past; but the task before him was not to give an
account of certain mystical thinkers and even less to com-
pose a religious history. To identify the contemplative with
mt mystical purpose would be to identify a mountain with
one of the many streams that sprang from it. His care was
to ask whether there was not a perceptible unity of all
the higher endeavours of the human mind, whether Plato's
puipoee was not linked more closely than was commonly

